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For four days, one could almost feel the presence of Augsburg's

Our Augsburg Reunion: Apnl 19 - 23, 2026

prewar Jewish community. More than 70 descendants from six countries
gathered to celebrate and explore our shared heritage. Under the
leadership of Director Carmen Reichert, the staff of the Jewish Museum
Augsburg Swabia (JMAS) created a varied and meaningful program that
had something for everyone — including time to explore places important
to individual family histories.

We began on Sunday evening, April 19, with an informal welcome
dinner at a local brewery. The excitement was palpable — even the
restaurant staff remarked on the energy in the room! That spirit carried
over into Monday morning as we gathered at JMAS for the “official”
welcome — already talking as though we’d known each other for years.
There were various tours of the museum, synagogue, and
Haunstetterstrasse cemetery. Later, descendants Tom Cramer and his
sister Claire Jebsen led a dedication ceremony unveiling a plaque at
today’s Maxpassage reconnecting the site with its former name,
Untermayerpassage (see article on page 19).

Mayor Eva Weber hosted a reception on Monday evening that
became one of the reunion's emotional highlights. DJCA presented Mayor
Weber with a certificate recognizing the city’s efforts under her leadership
to honor and preserve the history of Augsburg’s Jewish community and its
descendants. The four daughters of Hansi Lustig, a student in the last
Jewish class in Augsburg, shared their mother’s story before donating her

Eze

mumty of Augsburg

Poesiealbum (friendship or autograph album) to the museum. It was a touching moment that brought tears to our eyes.

Tuesday offered a variety of tours. Options included: Augsburg's 2000-year history, its UNESCO-listed water
management system, Bertolt Brecht’s connections to the city, the lives of Jewish and politically persecuted medical
doctors, the Dachau sub-camp Halle 116, and the Augsburg Path of Remembrance. In the afternoon, we learned about
Augsburg’s many remembrance initiatives. That evening, fellow descendant Cantor Assaf Levitin, the great-grandson of
Josef Zebrak, the last prayer leader of the Kriegshaber synagogue, performed a memorable concert.

Wednesday focused on rural Jewish communities from which our ancestors came. Some descendants traveled to
Ichenhausen while others toured the cemetery and synagogue in Kriegshaber. Later, descendants and local high school
students met in small groups to discuss how our families' histories have shaped our lives and the importance of building
understanding across generations, cultures, and histories. Those talks could easily have continued much longer!

The final day brought us back to JMAS, where we gathered with the Augsburg synagogue leadership for an update

about the ongoing renovations of the synagogue and museum (see article
on page 18). We then shared many ways we tell our families’ stories
before those who were left gathered together for a closing luncheon.

Words cannot adequately express our gratitude for the effort that went
into planning this extraordinary event. Carmen and the entire JMAS staff
ensured everything ran smoothly. We owe a special thanks to Sarah
Schwab who skillfully coordinated the many moving parts such an event
requires. It's impossible to name everyone who contributed, but our
thanks extend to the members of the Remembrance Working Group
(EWA), especially Michael Bernheim and Wolfgang Poeppel, who toured
with us and organized the descendant/student dialogue; the students; and
Mayor Weber and her staff. And finally, thank you to everyone who
traveled to Augsburg to honor and bear witness to the former community
from which we descend. ¢
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A Message from our

Co-Chairpersons
Written by Diane Castiglione

The events of the 2026 Descendants Reunion
remind me of why the name of our newsletter —
Connections — is so perfect. For well over a year,
Bettina, Debbie, and | were immersed in planning
the Reunion. As the dates drew near, we were all
filled with great anticipation. The 2017 reunion had
been a seminal event for each of us. Among other things, it was the catalyst for DJCA
and this newsletter. | attended that reunion with 22 other members of the Einstein family,
a number of whom I'd never met before. It was a remarkable experience for all of us.

However, this time, for a variety of reasons, my son Michael and | would be the only
representatives of the Einsteins. | wondered how it would feel to attend without being
surrounded by our family. | needn’t have been concerned. As people arrived for the
welcome dinner on Sunday night, | immediately felt like | was attending a family reunion
with relatives whose names were familiar but who | may not have previously met. While
we may not all be related by blood, we do form a family that is joined together by shared
history, experience, and memory. It is an incredible dynamic, one that several people
have remarked upon in their reflections throughout this issue.

There were two moments that stood out in particular for me. As others have written,
the presentation to the museum of Hansi Lustig’s autograph book by her daughters was
immensely emotional and touching. For me, another emotional highpoint was Cantor
Assaf Levitin’s concert. He is the great-grandson of Josef Zebrak, the last prayer leader
of the Kriegshaber synagogue. The Einstein family was instrumental in hiring Josef
Zebrak and my mother remembered the family clearly. For example, she fondly recalled
joining the Zebrak daughters to burn chametz in preparation for Pesach. The concert
transported me across time, connecting me with my ancestors. There | sat in Augsburg,
listening to Cantor Levitin’s beautiful voice just as my mother would've listened to his
great-grandfather’s. What a poignant moment!

Our reunion experiences underscore the strength that comes from fostering and
sharing these connections — connections that may exist among our own families, more
broadly with the descendant community, or more widely with Augsburg and Germany.
They ensure that the stories of Augsburg’s Jewish families will not be forgotten. g

L-R: Diane Castiglione and Bettina Kaplan

From the Editor

Deborah Sturm Rausch

Our connections are strong.

Our recent reunion in Augsburg reminded us just how many
meanings that word connections holds. We are connected to our
ancestors, to the places where they lived, to their stories and
memories - - and now, to one another.

What began as a gathering of descendants quickly became .
something more. Although we arrived from different places and Deborah Sturm Rausch
different branches of families, we soon felt like an extended family,
sharing stories, discoveries, photographs, and memories. Being together in Augsburg
made our shared history come alive in a deeply personal way.

Working on the reunion was a labor of love, as is the continued work to bring you
Connections. | am especially grateful to the JMAS staff and the EWA volunteers for all
they did to make the reunion so meaningful. Your generosity, care, knowledge, and
hard work created the setting in which these connections could flourish.

And to all the descendants who attended: thank you for coming, for sharing, and for
opening your hearts to new friendships. As you will read in the many theme articles in
this issue, the feelings we all had were real. We left Augsburg with more than
memories... we left with new connections that will hopefully continue and grow.

As we face the current climate where many of us are feeling unsafe, and
hearkening back to the bad memories our ancestors may have shared with us, it was
amazing to come together in a place where we all felt safe. It felt to many like coming
home... home to a place where most of us never lived before, but home to a place
where our hearts belonged.

May we carry these connections forward, preserving the stories of those who came
before us, strengthening the bonds among their descendants, and building upon the
very real connections made in Augsburg while we were together. May the ties that bind
continue to grow and reach into the future, connecting us and generations yet to come.
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Letter from JMAS Director
Carmen Reichert

Dear Descendants,

The Reunion lasted only a few days,
but it will shape our work - and us - for
months and years to come. Even now,
months later, the memories remain
incredibly vivid. We still find ourselves
talking about the Reunion during our
lunch breaks, recalling special
moments, remarkable conversations, and the people we had
the privilege of meeting. We continue to feel deeply
connected to everyone who took part.

We are profoundly grateful that we were able to witness
such extraordinary encounters. Families whose histories had
once been closely intertwined in Augsburg met one another
for the very first time through the Reunion. Descendants
discovered unexpected connections, shared family stories,
and found pieces of their histories coming together like a
puzzle.

The Reunion also brought together pieces of our own
work. For years, we have known countless names from
documents, photographs, and archival records. This
gathering gave faces and stories to many of those names.
People who had long been part of our research suddenly
became real to us in an entirely new way.

As | walk through the streets of Augsburg now, | still carry
that profound sense of connection with me - the stories the
descendants shared with us, and the stories we shared with
them. | think of the people we miss when we walk down
these streets: those who were Kkilled, but also those who
never had the chance to be born. | find myself reflecting on
the people who pass by every day, unaware of who lived on
these very streets eighty or ninety years ago, of the lives they
built here, and of the families whose stories continue to echo
through the city today. Sharing their stories is one of our
most important responsibilities at the museum.

The Reunion may have lasted only a few days, but its
impact will stay with us for a very long time. We are deeply
thankful to every descendant who traveled to Augsburg,
shared their family's story, and became part of this
unforgettable experience.

And we are deeply grateful to all those who paved the
way for this Reunion. To the survivors who maintained
contact during and after the war, often under extraordinarily
difficult circumstances. To those who organized the first
reunions and kept this idea alive over the years. And to my
predecessors at the museum, who carried this vision forward
and continued to nurture it.

Last but not least, we are especially grateful to Bettina,
Diane, and Debbie, who first sparked the idea for this
Reunion, who never gave up, and whose dedication and
commitment made this gathering something truly
extraordinary.

Carmen Reichert, Director

With warm regards,

Carmen Reichert
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Editor’s Note: We are changing from our regular interview
format for this section to provide you with Reunion
Reflections from some of the staff who were involved in it.

Sarah Schwab, Programs, Project Management, & Publications

Looking back on one of the most memorable and
emotional events that | have planned in my career makes
me smile. It was quite a long process: planning began two
years ago with a visit to the museum from Bettina Kaplan,
representing the DJCA. Knowing of the upcoming
temporary closure of the synagogue for renovations, we
decided that it would be best to organize another
Descendants Reunion before renovations began. We also
discussed initial ideas for individual events which became
more concrete through a survey sent out to the
descendants in the summer of 2024.

Based on the survey results, we set a date and began to
discuss how best to accommodate the wishes and needs
of everybody attending. Michael Bernheim, a local
descendant, became a part of the organizing team. Over
time and through many Zoom meetings, the program took
shape. | also got in contact with the other organizations
dedicated to remembrance in Augsburg to include them in
the event and give the descendants the opportunity to
meet them. Countless emails were written and phone calls
made, and together we managed to arrange everything
from hotels, aide services, and the mayor’s reception to
guided tours, name tags, and registration procedures. Our
goal was to try to cater for everybody’s wishes and needs
while avoiding an overloaded schedule and
allowing people time to spend as they wished.

When everybody started to arrive, it was an amazing
feeling to finally connect faces and voices to the names
and email addresses | had gone through countless times.
Nevertheless, none of the planning prepared me for the
actual reunion. Being busy beforehand might even have
kept me from realizing how much this week would be set
apart from our daily work due to its emotional intensity.
Every event had its own touching, moving, and sometimes
sad moments. But we also shared a lot of laughs and
simply enjoyed each other’s company.

None of this would have been possible without the
teamwork that went into organizing the reunion. My
personal highlights of the week were the immense shared
effort and dedication between the whole JMAS team and
Michael Bernheim, Bettina, Diane, and Debbie as well as
the gratitude and appreciation shown by everyone who
attended. Both brought me joy and positive energy that |
am still drawing upon today, and | would like to thank
everybody for that from the bottom of my heart.

Many memories continue to return to me on my daily
walks through the city. They remind me of what is
important and lies at the core of our work at the museum:
to connect people with a place, with history, but most
importantly, with one another in a shared sense of
humanity. | will forever be grateful to have been able to do
just that; to organize and experience an entire week of
human connection.

Meet the Staff continues on Page 4
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Meet the Staff - Continued from page 3

Annika Ramsaier, Communications and Public Relations

The reunion is one of the most meaningful and
cherished memories from my time working at the
Jewish Museum so far. Not only did | get to meet so
many descendants of families whose names | often
come across in my daily work, but it also made their
stories feel so much more vivid. It was also touching
for me to feel the appreciation many descendants
have for our work at the museum. It reminded me once
again of the value our work holds and why | love
working here so much.

One emotional moment during the city tour on
Jewish doctors during the Nazi era stayed with me in
particular. At the memorial band for Paul and Hedwig
Englaender, tour guide Dr. Elisabeth Friedrichs
explained that on the night the couple took their own
lives to avoid impending deportation, Dr. Martha Zeitler
and her husband stood by the Englaenders and
accompanied them. What the participants hadn’t
realized before: descendants from both families were
present on the tour - a fact they only grasped in that
very moment. Jeffrey Englander and Leanne
Zimmerman looked at each other and embraced. A
special moment filled with immense emotion.

Nathalie Jager, Collections and Archives

The unveiling of the commemorative plaque for the
Untermayer company (Leinenhaus und Wéschefabrik
M. Untermayer) in the former Untermayer Passage
was a particularly moving moment for me during the
reunion. Collaborating and conducting research
together with the family’s descendants - especially
Claire Jebsen and Tom Cramer - was a unique and
deeply meaningful experience. Through these
encounters, both the history of the family and that of
the Untermayer company have taken on much more
personal significance for me.

The reunion underscored what lies at the heart of
our work: people and their stories. Research and the
collection, exhibition, and preservation of objects form
the foundation of museum work. However, historical
facts can only truly be conveyed when we tell the
stories of the people behind these objects, making
them accessible and tangible.

Meeting the descendants during the reunion helped
bridge the gap between earlier research, archival
documents, and objects from the museum’s collection
and the present day. It enabled the creation of
personal connections to individual families and brought
history into a living context. | am therefore deeply
grateful for the opportunity to meet each and every
descendant and will look back on this week in April
with great fondness for years to come.

Franziska Marx, Museum Shop Manager

This was my first reunion as a staff member of the
Jewish Museum Augsburg Swabia, and because it
was my first, it will always hold a special place in my
heart.

Leanne, Andrea, Margo, and Karen made this week
truly unforgettable for me. It was both an honor and a
pleasure to work with them and to help make the
presentation of Hansi Lustig’s album such a
meaningful and memorable experience.

The presentation of Hansi Lustig’s album,
interwoven with her personal story, was deeply
moving and remains one of the highlights of this
extraordinary gathering. The evening was filled with
moments of profound emotion that touched everyone
in the room. When Karen’s song began, a remarkable
sense of togetherness and solidarity emerged. The
emotions were almost palpable. They united
everyone present in a shared, deeply moving
experience.

| will never forget this moment of music, images,
and remembrance. Thank you all for giving me
memories that | will carry with me forever - memories
that will continue to inspire and shape me for years to
come.

Monika Miiller, Deputy Director and Curator

| am deeply grateful to have attended the reunion.
It was great to reconnect with so many familiar faces
and resume our conversations, and | was very
pleased to make a lot of new connections. To witness
firsthand how many people were brought together
and connected with the museum by the descendants’
network in recent years was impressive and inspiring.

Feeling that bond and the trust placed in the
museum's work was a very special experience for me.
| was particularly moved by the family stories and
memories shared with me during the visits to the
Jewish cemeteries. They have broadened my
knowledge of Augsburg’s Jewish history and
deepened my understanding of descendant
communities.

Above all, they have made me keenly aware of
how important it is to preserve the legacy of
Augsburg’s Jewish pre-war community and to keep its
memory alive for future generations.

(Left) Sarah Schwab congratulates the
youngest attendee, Benjamin Stock (son of
Molly Stock and great-grandson of Hansi
Lustig Glickman) for completing his
“Descendants BINGO” sheet at the
reunion welcome session.

(Above Right) Annika
Ramsaier takes a photo |
during the reunion.

(Below Right) Monika
Miiller was happy to
connect with
descendants.
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M%? Reflections on the 2026 Descendants Reunion

This issue’s theme is: Reflections on the Descendants Reunion. This past April more than 70 people
from six countries traveled to Augsburg for the Descendants Reunion. We asked attendees to share their reflections
about the Reunion and about Augsburg for this issue of Connections. We are pleased to share these reflections

with you.

What Connects Us to Augsburg and to
Each Other

By Jeffrey L. Katz, a veteran journalist, part-time bookseller, and
author who lives in Bethesda, Maryland. He is the son of Margot
Nathan and grandson of Else and Julius Fritz Landauer of
Augsburg. He's the author of Unsettled Ground: Reflections
on Germany'’s Attempts to Make Amends.

The closest experience I've had to time travel was
being in Augsburg for a reunion of descendants of its pre-
war Jewish community. Modern conveniences and
contemporary issues faded to the background when in
the company of people and places connected to my
family’s past.

There were frequent reminders about what life was like
in that tight-knit community before it was destroyed a
century ago. Some occurred at the synagogue that a
Landauer relative designed and where my family once
worshipped. Others came at more unlikely places — a
pedestrian shopping arcade, a restaurant, even a
laundromat. Some were impromptu interactions with
fellow time travelers, moments that simply weren’t
possible when my wife Mollie and | visited Augsburg in
2022.

This was the first reunion for Augsburg’s Jewish
community without survivors in attendance. The
responsibility for keeping alive memories of those who
once lived there now falls largely to those descendants
interested in family history. We embrace it and talk about
it — sometimes at great length — with those who share our
ties to Augsburg.

That was obvious at the Sunday dinner that served as
the reunion’s first event. It didn’t matter whether we
greeted familiar faces or new ones. No
one seemed like a stranger. We shared
a history, even if it went back a
generation or two. The wait staff
compared the gathering to a wedding
reception where everyone was
connected, even if we weren’t quite sure
how.

There were personal moments during
our time in Augsburg that lent
themselves to quiet reflection. I'm
thinking especially of being in seat 42 in
the sanctuary of the synagogue on
Halderstrasse, our children at my side. |
felt a strong connection to my
grandfather, Julius Fritz Landauer, while
sitting in the seat that was once reserved |-
for him. z

Other moments were possible only
because of the presence of other
descendants. | met two recently

Author Jeffrey L. Katz in the sanctuary
of the synagogue on Halderstrasse (in
the seat formerly reserved for his

An otherwise mundane trip to the laundromat in a largely
unfamiliar city was enlivened when another customer,
Anne Regenstein, recognized us and introduced herself
as a fellow descendant.

At another point, | paused at a restaurant table filled
with descendants. | mentioned to Deborah Sturm
Rausch that | recently learned my uncles had attended
early reunions. She took out her phone and retrieved an
archival photo of her dad as a young man, playing an
accordion. The group of people around him included my
Uncle Fred Rosenau, grinning widely. | had never asked
Uncle Fred about Augsburg. Now | was reconnecting
with an old friend of his, one generation removed.

Though no one at the April reunion volunteered to
play the accordion, music brought us together a couple
of times. Once was a concert by Cantor Assaf Levitin,
the great-grandson of the last cantor of the Kriegshaber
synagogue. How symbolic to have an Israeli-born
cantor, now living in Berlin and working at a synagogue
in Hamburg, perform for a group of fellow descendants
in Augsburg.

Another musical event was courtesy of retired Cantor
Karen Berman. Though her voice is no longer strong
enough to perform, it was loud and clear during a
recorded version of her song, “Stars in the Universe.”
The opening words were well chosen for an audience
walking in their ancestors’ footsteps:

There are stars in the universe though they have
long been extinct

Whose radiance is still seen here on Earth.

And there are people whose brilliance still lights up
the world

‘Tho they have long since made their journeys
from birth.

Berman is one of four daughters of JoAnn
(Hansi) Lustig Glickman, who emigrated to
the United States in 1939 at the age of ten.
Berman joined her sisters in presenting to the
W Jewish museum their mother’s photo album
I from Augsburg’s last Jewish school. The
pictures included classmates who were later
murdered during the Holocaust.

Mayor Eva Weber showed you needn’t be
a descendant to get caught up in the
emotions. She had begun the evening with a
speech during which her eyes rarely left her
B script. But her composure failed her after
Berman’s song was finished and the photo
album was handed to Carmen Reichert,
director of the museum. The mayor wept,
struggling to speak. “I have no words,” she
said between sobs. “It's coming home,” she
said of the photo book, adding that she was
honored that we’d all returned to Augsburg.

discovered cousins, Bettina Kaplan and grandfather), flanked by his children,

Miriam Landor, soon after we arrived. ~ Ben and Emily.
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Theme - Continued from Page 5

Our shared connections were on Tom Cramer’s mind
that afternoon when he and his sister Claire Jebsen
unveiled a plaque marking the location of their parents’
former linen store. He looked out at those of us who
gathered for the ceremony and said our relatives were
probably all customers.

Our last day in Augsburg gave us a chance to say
goodbye to the city’s pre-war Jewish community in
spiritual terms. That’s what | thought of when saying
Kaddish at the end of a morning service in the
synagogue’s chapel. | chanted the words directly under a
memorial plaque headed by names that would have been
unfamiliar to me when we first visited Augsburg four
years earlier. I've since learned about and written about
three of them.

They were Ernst Jacob, the last rabbi before the war,
whose series of newsletters later connected former
congregants forced to scatter across the globe; Julius
Spokojny, who had an outsized role as leader of the city’'s
post-war Jewish community, helping to restore the
synagogue and create the Jewish museum; and Mietek
Pemper, who typed Schindler’s List that saved 1,200
souls at the Krakéw-Ptaszow concentration camp, then
later served as an influential speaker for peace and
reconciliation in Augsburg.

They all kept Augsburg’s Jewish community
connected during difficult times, when tragedy forced it
apart.

When | think back to the reunion, | have a stronger
sense of my family’s deep ties to Augsburg that extends
beyond the buildings and exhibits, the memorials, and
the plaques. Now it includes the families whose
ancestors were once connected with mine.

When Two Family Histories Converged
By Leanne Zimmerman, of Lexington, Kentucky, the daughter
of JoAnn (Hansi Lustig) Glickman from Augsburg, Germany.
Hansi was also a member of Fritz Levy’s Jewish class.

One of the most moving, serendipitous, and
goosebump-raising moments of my visit to Augsburg is
an experience | had on a tour on the Tuesday of the
DJCA reunion. To best understand the impact of this
experience, you need a little background. About two
years before my sisters and | discovered the DJCA, | was
contacted by a researcher, Hilla Lavie. Hilla was
researching female Jewish physicians in Augsburg,
Germany during the war years. She found us through
archived family photo albums and papers our mother had
donated to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. |
learned a little more about my great-aunt, Martha Lustig
Zeitler, MD, and her husband, Georg Zeitler, MD, from
Ms. Lavie. (I already knew my great-aunt, who was born
Jewish, became a Protestant when she married her
Protestant husband.) Also through my connection with
Ms. Lavie, | became acquainted with Dr. Elisabeth
Friedrichs of Augsburg, who has also done extensive
research on Jewish physicians in Augsburg.

My son and his husband, my daughter and |, another
family, and a few others, had the honor of participating in
a poignant walking tour of the homes and offices of
Jewish doctors who practiced in the 1920s and 30s. This
tour, led by Dr. Friedrichs, brought a profoundly moving
connection with a fellow descendant, Jeffrey Englander,
and his family.

Summer 2026

The dedicated medical professionals we learned about
were cruelly stripped of their right to practice medicine,
leading some to emigrate, some to go into hiding, others
to make difficult choices about their own lives, and,
tragically, many to face their fate in death camps.

The final story we heard on the tour was of Dr. Paul
Englaender, a dentist who made an incredibly brave
choice in the face of unimaginable adversity. At that time,
assisted suicide was legal in Germany. My great -aunt and
her husband were
some of the
compassionate doctors
who provided aid.
Great-Aunt Martha,
fortunate to be in a
privileged intermarriage
due to her non-Jewish
husband, was allowed
to practice medicine for
a while longer. | knew
she had helped several
doctors, but | hadn't
known the specifics
until that moment.

As Dr. Friedrichs shared the story of Dr. Englaender,
she revealed that my great-aunt and great-uncle had sat
with him as he passed away. Before he passed away, Dr.
Englaender asked my great-aunt to give his gold watch to
his son Hans, which _
she did. The Englander [
family knew of Dr.
Englaender’s choice to
end his life, but did not
know the details.

| happened to be
standing beside Dr.
Englaender's
grandson, Hans's son
Jeffrey Englander, and
shared with him that
she was my great-aunt.
We were both instantly
in tears and exchanged
huge hugs. Others in
the group were also
brought to tears. A
reporter, Patrick

Wehner, who was

walking with our group (L-R) Descena.fants Jeffrey Englander
: . and Leanne Zimmerman outside 6
interviewed us :

. diatelv t it Annastrasse, Paul and Hedwig
iImmediately to write an Englaender’s last chosen place of
article for the residence. The couple died at the

Martha Lustig Zeitler, MD, 1923

Siddeutsche Zeitung  Steinfeld residence located at 20
https:// Bahnhofstrasse, where their names are

www.sueddeutsche.de/ also listed on the memory band.
bayern/augsburg-
treffen-holocaust-nachfahren-us-familie-ritchie-boys-
[i.3471103?reduced=true.)

This astounding, moving moment will be one of several
core memories created while my family and | attended the
DJCA reunion. The history that binds all of us
descendants is not fully known, nor in many cases will
ever be known, but reunions like this make us feel like we
have more “family” than we realize.

Theme articles continue on Page 7
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Theme - Continued from Page 6

Family Impressions of our Reunion Trip

to Augsburg

By Jeffrey Englander, grandson of Dr. Paul and Hedwig
Steinfeld Englaender (descendants of the Steinfeld, Heilbronner
and Wimpfheimer families) with contributions from Alise
Kreditor, his wife, of Great Neck, New York and their children:
Jacob Englander, of Brooklyn, New York; Rachel Englander, of
Boca Raton, Florida; and Samuel Englander, of Portland,
Oregon

From Jeffrey Englander

| last visited Augsburg with my parents John and Eva
Englander, and my older son, Jacob in 1993. At the time,
we had the benefit of 7
my father’s providing a
tour and his childhood
recollections of the
happy home from
which he was thrust
out, escaping into a
new world in 1938. |
must admit to having
had trepidations about
returning without my
beloved tour guide in
2026 (Dad passed
away in 2007), unsure
of what we would encounter or what meaning it would
have. On the very lovely and positive side, we were
accompanied by all three of our children, each of whom
left young children and spouses behind to join us in this
important trip.

Those concerns immediately evaporated with our
welcome meeting and dinner on Sunday night, Apr|I 19
as everyone . ]
was engaged
and happy to
meet new
descendants or
visit again with
family and
friends, old and
new. Of course,
having arrived
on Saturday,
we had already
visited the
remembrance
bands recalling
the lives and
deaths of my
grandparents, Paul and Hedwig (Steinfeld) Englaender,
and great-grandparents, Hugo and Lina Steinfeld. We
would pay our respects at the Jewish cemetery the next
day at their gravesites as well as that of great-great-
grandparents, Michael and Henriette (Wimpfheimer)
Heilbronner, all important contributors to Jewish life in
Augsburg - and, as to the Wimpfheimers and
Heilbronners, also in Ichenhausen, to which city we paid
a lovely visit as well.

As a family, we enjoyed our visit to the Leopold
Mozarthaus (we are Mozart lovers) and enjoyed our
special visit to the synagogue where my Dad was a Bar
Mitzvah in 1932. More than anything, though, we were
amazed - and truly heartened - by the immense amount
of planning which went into the reunion event by so many

(L-R) Jake, John, and Jeffrey Englander
at the Augsburg synagogue in 1993

(L R) Rachel Alise, Jeffrey Sam and Jake at the
reunion welcome dinner
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people,
including
most notably,
alarge
number of
non-Jews
whose time
and effort
were fully
apparent. So,
too, the
outpouring of
events and
words to (L-R) Jeffrey, Sam, and Jake Englander, Mayor Eva
make us feel Weber, Rachel Englander, and Alise Kreditor

at home and comfortable in a gorgeous city which, if
lucky, had cast our ancestors out, or who otherwise
perished under Nazi rule. Chief among these was the
mayor’s reception as well as other tours and special
events.

For us in particular, the most important and surprising
event was the tour given by Dr. Elisabeth Friedrichs
commemorating the lives and Holocaust-mandated
paths of the persecuted Jewish doctors of Augsburg.
This tour was exceedingly well-researched by Dr.
Friedrichs (who has now become a friend—we have
already visited with her and her husband Michael when
they recently visited New York City). Its last stop was in
front of the building at 6 Annastrasse, the home and
dental office of my grandfather, Dr. Paul Englaender and
his wife Hedwig (née Steinfeld), as well as my father’s
home during his 18 years in Augsburg. At this site (which
we had visited earlier and concerning which we had all
seen the video tour given by my father in 1993), we
learned new information about my grandfather’s areas of
specialization within his dental practice. Our
grandparents, along with two other couples, upon
learning that they would be deported the next day to a
labor camp, as an alternative to the horrors which Iay
ahead, determined to take their own Ilves that evenlng
(March 7, 1943). —

What we did
not know and
what we learned
during the tour
was that a 7th
person, Dr.
Martha Zeitler
(protected by her
marriage to a non-
Jew), had been in
attendance as
they took their
lives, assisting
and comforting
them in the
process.

Unaware until

that moment of the existence and identity of this person,
we learned as we stood outside this building that she
was the great-aunt of reunion participant Leanne
Zimmerman who at that moment was standing next to
me on the tour. | was stunned and speechless to say the
least, as was Leanne. Happily, that moment and the
warm, emotional embrace that followed was caught and

=k
£
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(L-R) Sam, Alise, Rachel, Jake, and Jeffrey
Englander pay homage to Paul and Hedwig
Englaender in front of the Evinnerungsband
(remembrance band) erected in their memory.
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my great-grandparents take their own lives to avoid
deportation to the camps were standing next to us,
substantiating in real time the ongoing human connection
to our shared past. It was the type of experience that will
leave a lasting impression. Though | did not get to take
this trip with my wife or two young daughters, | am
already looking forward to introducing them to Augsburg.

From Rachel Englander:

| only confirmed my attendance for the trip a few
weeks in advance as | was unsure if | would be able to
attend. | truly had no idea what to expect other than that
we were going to the birthplace of my grandfather and
were going to see where he grew up. It was amazing to
me that so many years after our families departed
Augsburg and the hundreds and thousands of miles most
of us have moved away from the city, we were able to
make so many connections nearly 100 years later. The
Jewish community wasn’t an incredibly large population,
but what we didn’t have in numbers (and unfortunately
those dwindled further), we maintained in our Jewish
pride and desire to return to where it all began. It was of
course heartbreaking to visit the site where our great-
grandparents spent their last days and to see their
graves. On the other hand, | was able to envision what
their lives must have been like when they were alive and
thriving, walking the same streets and seeing many of the
same sights. I'm grateful that we had the opportunity to
all meet and for all of the people working with the
synagogue and Jewish museum who assisted with this
reunion. It truly fascinated me how many people were not
Jewish and yet dedicated to teaching the public about
Jewish history. The experience made me much more
proud to highlight my German Jewish roots. | always said
that my family’s physical strength (not that it's so
plentiful) came from our German side; but what is
stronger is our unwavering Jewishness, necessity to
remain in close contact with our family, and our pride as
Jews. | look forward to sharing this opportunity with my
offspring when the time is right.

\ The German side of

o the family in

4| attendance at the

| reunion: (L-R) Steven
Felgran, Rachel
Englander, Debbie
Sturm Rausch, Jake
Englander, Jeffrey
Englander, Sam
Englander, and Alise
Kreditor

From Samuel Englander:

| was very fortunate to have finally made the trip to
Augsburg, more important yet because | went alongside
my family. What | had always imagined my grandfather’s
upbringing to be could not have prepared me for the
experience — a true cosmopolitan city with a rich history
and so many individuals making it a priority to remember
what had taken place more than 90 years ago.

The efforts of the descendants group made the whole
experience engaging, memorable, and welcoming. One
event that will always stay with me was a tour about
medical professionals who were persecuted during the
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war. The last stop was at my great-grandparents’
apartment, which was particularly special in and of itself.
That day, we learned that another descendant’s relative
had been with my great-grandparents the night they took
their own lives and was entrusted with passing on a
watch to my grandfather. Miraculously, they were
successful in meeting up with my grandfather when he
returned as a “Ritchie Boy” to help the U.S. Armed
Forces in the liberation of the city and fulfilled the
promise made to his father. This story brought everyone
to tears, especially when my father and the other
descendant, Leanne Zimmerman, embraced when they
both learned of this simultaneously. This type of
connection could not have been possible without the
efforts of the entire community in Augsburg and those of
us who still feel a strong connection to our past.

While | will always cherish this experience, | know it
will be the first of many visits to Augsburg. | look forward
to returning in the near future with my children, so they
may also embrace their family’s history.

Letter to My Grandma

By Bettina Kaplan, the granddaughter of Ellen Feldberg née
Arnold and a descendant of the Arnold and M.S. Landauer
families, who resides in California.

Dear Grandma,

You died when
| was seven years
old, which means
there was so
much that | could
never ask you.
What little | knew
from your life in
Augsburg came
from photographs,
framed old maps
of the city hanging
in our house, and
stories told by
others.

Even my name
became part of
that inheritance. | [ n B
learned l_ater in life Ellen Feldberg with her
that Bettina was
not only the
middle name you gave to my mother but also the name
of your maternal grandmother, Bettina Landauer née
Stein. Somehow, without realizing it, | had been carrying
a small piece of Augsburg with me all along.

| have just returned from the second descendants'
reunion in Augsburg, and | found myself wanting to tell
you about it.

| often wonder what it would feel like for you to know
that decades after you were forced to leave Germany,
other descendants and | would return as guests,
researchers, speakers, friends, and family.

There were moments during the reunion week when
history suddenly became real. Nathalie Jager, the
archivist at the Jewish Museum Augsburg Swabia
showed me a beautiful large red book embossed with
gold writing which was a tribute book to your great-

; - LN e 3
grandchildren,
Bettina and Brad, Los Angeles, 1967
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grandfather M.S. Landauer on the occasion of his 80th
birthday — a book that somehow survived when so
much else did not. Holding something connected to
people more closely related to you made the distance
between generations feel smaller.

| stood before the remembrance post
(Erinnerungsband) that we unveiled in front of your family
home in 2018 to remember your parents. | also visited
the Erinnerungsbénder for your uncle Benno and your
aunts Anna and Luise, and visited the graves of most of
your family. For years their names existed mostly on
family trees and documents. In Augsburg, they occupy
physical space again.

One of the most meaningful moments was speaking
with local teenagers who wanted to learn about our family
history. Not because they had to, but because they were
curious. Because they cared.

But, what surprised me most was not the history but
the people | met.

Descendants came from [JEESENEgpeeeg
around the world, each
carrying fragments of g ¢
stories, photographs, and £ R
questions. Yet being Nl A
together created something é‘g ;
unexpected: a feeling of : !‘l
family. What began as e
searching for history
became descendants
building community.

When | was young,
Augsburg was only maps
on walls and photographs
in frames.

Now it is also voices, s
faces, streets, memorials, 3 ;
friendships, and (L-R) Bettina and her husband
conversations.

| wish | could tell you all of this in person.

Erich with the remembrance band

Mit vielen lieben Griissen, your granddaughter,
Bettina

From Orkney to Augsburg

By Miriam Landor, granddaughter of Richard Landauer, a
descendant of the M.S. Landauer family. She recently
published her memoir Stumbling Stones: the Holocaust, my
family and me. Miriam lives in Orkney, Scotland.

Attending the descendants reunion this year was a
deeply rewarding experience. Traveling from Orkney, an
archipelago in the far north of Scotland, involved many
stages but the opportunity to spend time in Augsburg and
connect with fellow descendants made every part of the
journey worthwhile.

As | learnt my way round this little city - home to textile
manufacturer M.S. Landauer and his descendants, my
grandfather's family - | fell in love with it. It is small
enough to get around on foot and big enough to have a
rich and varied culture.

For me the gem of the trip was the guided tour of the
grand synagogue, stunning in its design and decor. As |
stood beneath its soaring dome and beautiful mosaics, |
felt a profound connection to both my family’s history and
Augsburg’s Jewish heritage. Learning about the
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synagogue’s survival during
the Nazi era and its later
restoration made the
experience even more
moving. My grandfather's first
cousin, the architect Fritz
Landauer, and his Catholic
colleague Heinrich Lémpel
won a competition to design
it, a little over a hundred
years ago. They made
innovative use of the exciting
new material, concrete,
enabling them to construct a
high dome, inscribed with
figurative imagery and a
striking green and gold
mosaic.

There is a far older,

Miriam Landor’s teenage grand-
father Richard Landauer, publisher-
to-be (far left), and his cousins,
including Fritz, architect-to-be
smaller synagogue and a (third from left), dressed up as their
Jewish cemetery in elders at a family wedding, 1896
Kriegshaber, then an outlying village and now a suburb of
Augsburg, dating from the time when Jews weren’t
permitted to live within the city precincts, but more
enlightened and prosperous times led to the construction
of this new larger synagogue in Augsburg. It heralded a
brief era of liberal and community-minded integration: the
synagogue choir consisted of men and women, Jews and
Catholics; they had a massive organ, which they 'lent' to
the local Catholic church in the 1930s to ensure its safety.
Both animals and humans were depicted in artistic form
throughout the premises. Then came disaster, when Nazis
ransacked the building, destroyed the Torahs and other
holy artefacts, and set fire to the building; however it was
impressed upon the looters that the synagogue was
surrounded by properties owned by non-Jewish citizens, in
particular a fuel store just across the street, and the flames
were doused.

Another source of great pleasure was to be face to face
with some other Moses Samuel Landauer descendants,
whom | had only met through email previously, and Diane
Castiglione (not a Landauer descendant) and Bettina
Kaplan (Landauer descendant) of the DJCA. | was also
pleased to meet another M.S. Landauer descendant
Jeffrey Katz, who coincidentally also recently published his
memoir, and his family.

Descendants of Moses Samuel Landauer at the DJCA Reunion
L-R: Bettina Kaplan, Miriam Landor, Benjamin Katz, Emily Katz
Sayag, Eitan Sayag, Erich Strohmaier, Mollie and Jeffrey Katz in
the courtyard of the synagogue, Augsburg, 2026
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